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The Peace Dinner to President Taft. 

President Taft must have felt somewhat the awk- 
wardness of the situation in wbich he was placed at 
the dinner given him at the Hotel Astor, New York, 
March 22, by the " National Arbitration and Peace 
League." This League was founded by Congressman 
Hobson, Mr. Hayne Davis, ex-Senator McOreary and 
others, with the expressed purpose of promoting 
" adequate armament and effective arbitration." Mr. 
Hobson is chairman of the executive committee. 
The chief purpose of the League, armament as a 
means of peace, was not put into the name of the 
society, though it is well known that what they had 
in view was a United States navy of the Hobsonian 
type. But this they felt compelled to sugar-coat 
with "arbitration and peace" in order to make it 
palatable to the people. So far the somewhat limited 
operations of the League have been devoted chiefly 
to the promotion of increase of the navy, this very 
dinner to the President being arranged to come just 
as the Navy Bill was coming on in the House of 
Representatives. 



This preliminary word is given for the benefit of 
those who have inquired of us " what this Arbitration 
and Peace League is, anyway." 

The President's speech before the five hundred 
guests at the dinner shows him to be essentially a 
man of peace, in spite of the unfortunate role which 
he was playing that evening. He cordially favors 
the arbitration of all international disputes. He does 
"not see any more reason why matters of national 
honor should not be referred to a court of arbitration 
than matters of property or matters of national pro- 
prietorship." He believes thoroughly in the Hague 
Court, and that ■questions of difference will be more 
and more referred to it. He calls attention to the 
fact that " a nation does not lightly enter upon war 
now " because of the enormous expense involved, and 
because, in the event of defeat, the government or 
dynasty in control at the time is likely to be over- 
thrown by the people. He believes that as a general 
thing the people are opposed to war because " war is 
hell," and disagrees with "some gentlemen" who 
favor war in order to develop the finest qualities of 
the nation. 

It is disappointing to hear the President, along 
with these most advanced peace views, declaring that 
he shall do all in his power to induce Congress to 
order two more battleships this year, and that he hopes 
we may continue to add two a year until the Panama 
Canal is finished. The logical word for him, in har- 
mony with the sentiments above cited, would have 
been that the time has come for the United States to 
cease its naval increase, and to make an immediate 
and strenuous effort to induce the nations to enter 
into a general agreement for both limitation and 
reduction of armaments. If the general advance in 
public sentiment against war is what the President 
assures us it is, then this advance ought to register 
itself in ampler preparations for peace and in decreas- 
ing preparations for war. 

The President gave no reasons for urging that two 
battleships a year be added to the navy. His allusion 
to the Panama Canal shows, however, that fear of an 
attack upon either our Atlantic or our Pacific coast 
is at the bottom of his recommendation, as it has 
been back of all the pleas for an increasing navy for 
several years past. He was too diplomatic and 
cautious in his utterance to mention either Germany 
or Japan, as has been done by others, as likely to 
fall upon us, but what else could he have had in 
mind? His argument, thin and shadowy and only 



